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WALK AGAINST VIOLENCE EVENT — GERALDTON 
Statement 

HON SANDRA CARR (Agricultural) [6.30 pm]: Speaking up and speaking out is not always easy. There are 
matters upon which historically we have been told it is best to remain silent. Thankfully, this is changing. One of 
the ways this is happening is via the 16 Days in WA to Stop Violence Against Women initiative. It started on 
25 November and will end this Friday, 10 December. It is a whole-of-community initiative, designed to bring the 
problem of family and domestic violence into the open, support those who are experiencing violence and work toward 
primary prevention of violence. It aims to drive a change in our culture, behaviour and attitudes that lead to violence, 
predominantly against women and children. 
This year’s theme is “Don’t be silent when you see violence”. As part of 16 Days in WA, I had the opportunity to 
participate in an event in Geraldton hosted by Desert Blue Connect, an organisation that provides support services 
for families and individuals. It hosts an event each year called WAVe, or Walk Against Violence event. WAVe is 
held each year to remember those in WA who have lost their lives to family violence. It is a very special and important 
event for our whole community. This year’s theme was “Children Matter”, as children are so often the silent or 
unheard victims of family violence. 
I was given the privilege of addressing the crowd at that event. It is held on the Geraldton foreshore. Typically, the 
weather gods seem to smile on that event. It is usually an absolutely beautiful day. Big groups from a broad spectrum 
of community members typically turn up to that event. It is a really beautiful community event. I was fortunate to be 
able to address the crowd on the day, along with some other speakers, and talk about my own experience with family 
and domestic violence. I also had the opportunity to emphasise at that time my deeply held belief that addressing 
and preventing family and domestic violence is a whole-of-community responsibility. It is very important that we 
take on and accept our responsibility as a community to look after each other. 
I will name the amazing speakers on the day in a moment, but I would first like to talk about the walk that we did. 
Each year, we hold up a banner in front of the group as we walk through the streets. The event has a really nice 
community spirit. People just walk along chatting and sharing stories. Typically, everyone looks at us curiously as 
we walk along the street. The group also holds up signs that have been made by Desert Blue Connect with various 
comments about ways in which we can stop and prevent violence in the community. This year, something really 
special happened. I will try not to be emotional when I talk about it, because it was a really touching moment. There 
are always a lot of people on the foreshore, and they always look at us curiously as we walk by. This year, people 
in the parks and in the coffee shops spontaneously broke into applause as we walked past. It was a beautiful moment. 
It was heartening to see how welcome that message is in our community. It was an incredibly special moment. All of 
us looked at each other and thought: that has never happened before when we have done this. I really think that speaks 
to something that is happening in our community. I really hope that is the case and that we are all acknowledging 
our whole-of-community responsibility to speak out and prevent violence against women and children and people 
in our community. 
I would also like to acknowledge some of the other speakers on the day because there really were some wonderful 
speakers. Geraldton elder Derek Councillor did the welcome to country. He did something very special on the day; 
he brought his young nephew to stand beside him while he did the welcome to country to show him the importance 
of the event. While doing the welcome to country, Derek Councillor also spoke about the importance of respect 
for mothers and how that is deeply ingrained in their culture. Staff members from Desert Blue Connect also spoke. 
Fortunate Mlambo spoke about the impact of family violence on children and the ways that she works with children 
to support them through those experiences. Helen Howard, who works with the Men’s Community Intervention 
Service, talked a lot about the work it delivers to the community through Desert Blue Connect. Rayleen Councillor 
also spoke. She runs Barrowa Consultancy, which provides Indigenous-specific trauma recovery and family dispute 
resolution and promotes family and emotional wellbeing via group work. It offers support that is very culturally 
appropriate and sensitive. 
Also on the day there was a paddle out, which happens every year. A woman called Shaun Glass runs A Glassy Day 
Surf Coaching. Each year she takes a group of people paddling out to sea and they hold a memorial on the water 
to remember those people who lost their lives that year to family and domestic violence. Another supporter on the 
day was Apex Geraldton. Members of the midwest and Gascoyne district of the WA Police Force always turn up 
to support and walk with the marchers through the streets of Geraldton and Geraldton Party and Event Hire always 
loans some equipment to set up on the day because following the walk and the paddle-out there is a barbecue. With 
a really beautiful community spirit, everyone gathers to celebrate and talk and discuss issues. 
I also thank Russell Pratt, the CEO of Desert Blue Connect, who facilitates and helps to allow such an event to happen. 
However, the key organiser was a staff member of Desert Blue Connect by the name of Megan Deluca. She does 
an amazing job of organising the event, aided by a beautiful lady named Sarah O’Malley, who is also a really talented 
musician in Geraldton. 
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It would be remiss of me not to also mention the wonderful work of Minister Simone McGurk, who is working 
towards creating more proactive and culturally appropriate and preventive measures to keep our community 
safe and respectful. The recent announcement of the $8.7 million east metropolitan women’s refuge, which will 
be built with onsite wraparound services and mental health services, is just one example of the brilliant work that 
she is doing to try to address some of these issues. Another initiative that she has been doing, in conjunction with 
the Minister for Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, is working to expand the primary prevention program of 
Respectful Relationships. We are teaching young people in schools to understand what a respectful relationship looks 
like, and that is key in that primary prevention. That is a working example of that whole-of-community responsibility 
to prevent violence in our community.  
Lastly, I will just quickly note, as we head into the Christmas and new year festive season, that although it is 
a wonderful time of year, it is also a time when, traditionally, we see a spike in family and domestic violence. This 
year’s message of 16 Days in WA, “Don’t be silent when you see violence”, is particularly pertinent at this festive 
time of year. For some people, it is not the happiest of times, so I really encourage people to speak out because 
one of the greatest gifts you can give people this Christmas and new year is your support and your voice. 

House adjourned at 6.38 pm 
__________ 
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